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`~ Christmas cookie traditions 
- come into the modern age 
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Johnson 
denies 
abuse 
claims 


Lawmaker won't resign, 
says case ‘has no merit’ 


Phillip M. Bailey and Thomas Novelly 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A Kentucky lawmaker accused of 
sexually abusing a teenager said Tues- 
day that he would not resign from 
office and that the allegations are false 
and politically motivated. 

“This allegation concerning this 
lady, this young girl, absolutely has no 
merit, these are unfounded accusa- 


tions, totally,’ state 

Inside Rep. Dan Johnson, R- 
Mount Washington, 
Bevin: Why said at a press confer- 
are House ence at his church 
Republicans attended by family, 
calling for campaign volunteers 


Dan Johnson 
to resign but 
not Jeff 
Hoover? 4A 


and members of his 
congregation. 

Johnson, a self- 
anointed “pope” of his 
congregation, is 
accused of sexually abusing a member 
of Heart of Fire Church in the Fern 
Creek area when she was 17. 

The woman, who is now 21, alleges 
Johnson molested her after a New 
Years party in 2012, according to a 
wide-ranging report on Johnson 
published Monday by the Kentucky 
Center for Investigative Reporting. 

Courier Journal is not naming the 
woman because it has not indepen- 
dently verified her statements and 
because she says she was a victim of 
sexual abuse. 

After opening his news conference 


See JOHNSON, Page 4A 


State Rep. Dan Johnson spoke to the 
media from his Heart of Fire Church. 
MATT STONE/CJ 
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Water floods the intersection of Oak and Clay streets after a 48-inch water main broke on Tuesday morning, flooding 
many of the streets around Shelby Park. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL CLEVENGER/CJ 


Water main burst 
disrupts Louisville 


‘It was like Yellowstone’ geyser, eyewitness 


James Bruggers and Thomas Novelly 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Millions of gallons of water flooded 
streets in the Shelby Park neighbor- 
hood Tuesday after one of the city’s 
largest and oldest water pipes burst, 
damaging property and disrupting 
thousands of homes and businesses 
across Louisville with low water pres- 
sure. 

Firefighters rescued by boat two 
people stranded in a van and one 
school bus driver, said Louisville 
Division of Fire spokesman Capt. 
Salvador Melendez. The bus was not 
carrying any students, he said. 

Officials said they were not aware of 
any injuries. 

“It was like Yellowstone Park,” 
Shelby Park resident John Watts said 
of the geyser-like fountain that erupt- 
ed near his home shortly before 8 a.m. 


See WATER, Page 11A 


as high as 6 feet in some places near the burst. 


Child protection ‘grossly underfunded, panel says 


Deborah Yetter 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


An oversight panel that reviews child 
abuse deaths and serious injuries is 
urging that Kentucky put more money 
into child protection services, saying its 
social service agency remains “grossly 
underfunded, under-resourced and 
understaffed.” 

“Huge,” is how Dr. Melissa Currie, a 
member of the Child Fatality and Near 
Fatality External Review Panel, 


described the funding recommendation 
in the panel’s annual report released 
Monday. “I don’t know what else to say.” 

The panel reviewed 59 cases of child 
deaths and 91 cases in which children 
nearly died from suspected abuse or 
neglect during the fiscal year that ended 
June 30, 2016. 

Panel chairman Roger Crittenden, a 
retired Franklin circuit court judge, said 
the panel believes it’s increasingly 
urgent that the state fully fund child 
protective services, given the opioid 
epidemic sweeping Kentucky and 


“We’re actually dealing with human 
beings. We are dealing with real live 
little kids who have either been 
severely injured or killed. It’s not 
just statistics.” 


Panel chairman Roger Crittenden 
Retired Franklin circuit court judge 


flooding the system with more child 
abuse and neglect cases. 

“Were actually dealing with human 
beings,” Crittenden said. “We are 


dealing with real live little kids who have 
either been severely injured or killed. 
It’s not just statistics.” 

The panel of physicians, child advo- 
cates, police, judges, prosecutors and 
others involved with child welfare was 
formed in 2012 amid growing concerns 
about the need for an outside review of 
cases where children died or were 
nearly killed by abuse or neglect. 

Among 150 cases examined by the 
panel for the 2016 fiscal year: 


See PANEL, Page 2A 
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Alabama Senate election pits Democrat against 
Republican accused of sexual misconduct. 1B 


U of L’s insurance might not cover losses 


Sullivan: If Rick Pitino wins his lawsuit, it’s possible 
the policy won’t protect university. Sports, 1C 


Weather 


High 47° X Low 30° 
Windy, warmer. Forecast, 2A 
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